Mi’kmaw Alphabet sounds for each letter

Mi’kmaw consonants

Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
P-B Pipanim

P-B Panta’tu

Pp-P Eppetek

Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
T-D Tmk

T-D Tepiaq

T-D lka’tu

Tt-t Tett

Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
K-G Kiskajein?

K-G Mnisku

KK - K Mukk

Q - Can sound like a rolling H = HK

Letter Word Phonetically Meaning

Q - HK Qame’k

Q-HK Misogo

Q-HK gama’si




Mi’kmaw consonants

Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
J Jiptuk
J Mijisi
JJ (ch) Nujj
Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
S Skma
S Sisip
S Jena’si
S Wasoqa’tu
Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
L lu’kwe
L Llika’
L Wila / ula
Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
M Moqgo
M mita
M Mniske’n
M Mukk wi'tmu




Mi’kmaw consonants

Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
N Nike’
N Naqga’si
N Panta’tu

Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
w Waqgma’tu
w Jukwa’ten
w Pawa’si

The sound of W is less rounded than in English.

Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
Y Eyk
Y Ewi’kikey
Y Pemayjimkwey
Y Etoqtey

The sound of Y is more like that in the English word eye than in yellow.




Short vowels

Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
A - ah =bud Aq/aqq
A - ah = bud Ala’ tett
A - ah = bud Ankapten
A - ah = bud Weliaq
Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
E - eh = Bed E’e
E - eh = Bed Eltu
E - eh = Bed Lie
E - eh = Bed Ke / Ke’sik
Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
i-ee=ijt lka’l
i-ee=ijt Wela’lin
i-ee=it Naji - kina’masi
i-ee=ijt iknmui
Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
O -oh =also Walipot
O -oh = also Oqgwa’t
O -oh = also Wela’lioq
Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
U - ou = put Wasuek
U - ou = put Sipu
U - ou = put Muin
U - ou = put Kitpu




Long Vowels

Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
A’ - ahh = palm Paqga’tu
A’ - ahh = palm Kuta’tu
A’ - ahh = palm Sispa’tu
A’ - ahh = palm Wela’liek
Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
E’ - ayy = Where Ne’a’tu
E’ - ayy = Where Sapte’kney
E’ - ayy = Where Ke’kwek
E’ - ayy = Where Ke’
Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
I’ - eee = Ski juji’j
I’ - eee = Ski Sagmawi’skw
I’ - eee = Ski Ji’kmaqgn
Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
O’ - ohh - also No’gom
O’ - ohh - also Wa’so’q
O’ - ohh - also Npo’gn
O’ - ohh - also kiwto’ga’tekey
Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
U’ - ouu - Sue L’'mu’j

U’ - ouu - Sue

Wejinu’kwatm

U’ - ouu - Sue

u’t




Schwa - vowel

Letter Word Phonetically Meaning
Schwa i Pemlikai
Schwa i Kesispa’likik
Schwa i Tuo’piti

Uses of the Schwa
The schwa i is a sound used in the Mi’kmaq Francis Smith Orthography.

Which is too short to have a letter sample so the symbol ( i) is used.
To hear a sample Schwa sound i you can always download L’nui’suti app and go to the bottom

right corner to hear the Mi’lkmaw Alphabet sounds and the schwa sound.

1. The Schwa i sound is like “e” like in roses and it's not always written in the Mi'kmaq words.

2. The Schwa i will not be written in front of any Mi’kmaw word.

3. The Schwa i are also written in clusters of 3 or more consonants to make them easier to read,
such as Elsim , Pemlikai , Wesualik

The difference between Francis- Smith and Pacifique style in some letters and sounds.

(Schwa +)
Francis-Smith (p| T|K| Q[T [S|L|M|N |W|Y |a|ad' |e |e |i |i' |t |o O |U
style
Pacifique PIT|G Tj |S|IL{M|N (O [i |ala|e |e [|i |[i o |0 |O
style ch
The J sounds like Tj sounds like ch
Here is an example of the difference in the writing.
Francis-Smith Mi’kmawituk A’'tukwaqn | Klusuagan Wasuek
style
Pac;ifique Migmewigtug | A'tugwaqgan | Glusuagan Wasueg
style




